Hope of God Church
Ephesians 6:10-12

“Spiritual Warfare”


Introduction

Ephesians 6:10-12  “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”

1)  Found your life on the Word of God

v.10 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.”

Matthew 4:1-11  “...It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
Psalm 119:9-16  “hidden your words in my heart”


Christians who do not know the word of God will be easily deceived by the devil’s schemes.  They will not know God’s promises and will not be able to confidently face difficulties in their lives, nor have the wisdom to know what is good.  

Psalm 119:103-104  “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  I gain understanding from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path.”


Christians who do know the word of God and diligently follow God’s ways will have strong foundations for their Christian life, so that when storms come in their life, their faith will not fail.

Matthew 7:24-27

2)  Be filled with the Holy Spirit  (v.10)
Jesus is the one who baptizes us with the Holy Spirit.  He was anointed with the Holy Spirit Himself before He began His ministry.

Matthew 3:11  “I baptize you with water for repentance.  But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”

Acts 1:8  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in a Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

We should intercede to fight spiritual warfare.

Ephesians 6:18  “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”

The Holy Spirit will help us to pray for the right things.

1 Corinthians 14:2  “For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God.  Indeed, no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit.”

Romans 8:26-27  “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.”

3)  Be prepared for the devil’s attack

v.11  “Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.”

We should be alert.

2 Peter 5:8-9

Demons attack in seven ways: 

1) Entice, using our weaknesses

2) Deceive with false doctrines, ideas

3) Enslave.  Not all sin is from demons, but repeated, habitual sin is a sign of demonic influence.  Romans 5:15-22
4) Torment.  Either physically or with phobias.

5) Compel

6) Defile  Titus 1:15  “To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure.  In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted.”
7) Cause divisiveness in relationships (church, family, etc.)

4)  Be spiritually minded  (v.12)

v.12  “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”

Romans 6:16-18, 7:4-6, 8:5-9

1 John 2:15-17  “Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world.  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.”

People who have a sinful mind see the same things differently than people who are controlled by the Spirit.  If we are not Christians, for example, we may think that watching sinful things or doing sinful things is fun.  But people who are controlled by the Spirit will think that reading the Bible and worshipping God is fun.  

If we are not spiritually minded, we will not be able to see the traps that the devil lays for us.  One trap that the devil often uses, for example, is the love of money.  If we are spiritually minded, we will be prepared with a defense against that attack.

1 Timothy 6:6-10  “But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”

Revelation 3:14-18

Only Christians can be spiritually minded people, because the Holy Spirit lives in us and can work in us.

2 Corinthians 10:3-4
