Hope of God Church
Five foundations for a strong relationship with God


People are meant to have an intimate relationship with God.  When we have a strong relationship with God, we will have meaning and purpose for our lives.  We will have assurance and confidence for our lives.  We will know right and wrong does not depend only on our point of view, but on the viewpoint of God. 


Having a relationship with God is the essential quality of being a Christian.  David wrote in Psalm 51:11, “Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.”  Without the presence of God in our lives, we lack the vital aspect of Christianity.  Without a relationship with God, Christianity is just another dead religion.  It is of no use to us.

We have to actively seek a relationship with God.  A strong relationship with God is not a default for our lives.  According to the Bible, we are sinful from the moment we are conceived physically.  God created people to have a relationship with Him, but we are separated from Him by our sin.  We need to pursue a relationship with God.


How do we have a strong relationship with God?  It begins by seeking Him.

Psalm 14:2  2 The LORD looks down from heaven 
on the sons of men 
to see if there are any who understand, 
any who seek God.
Jeremiah 29:12-13  12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.

Practically, there are five practices that serve as a strong foundation for our relationship with God.

1.  Commit our life to God

We need to come to God on His terms, not our own.  We need to confess our sins to Him and ask Him for forgiveness.  Then, because Jesus died to pay for our sin, we will be forgiven.


It is like when you go to deposit your money in the bank.  You do not ask the bank officials to take especially good care of your money—you know they will do so.  Once you leave the bank, you don’t have doubts about its safety, in fact, you are comforted because you know it will be safer in the bank than with you.


It is the same way when you start a relationship with God.  Once you decide to become a Christian and follow Jesus, you are committing your life to God, just like your money to the bank.  You are giving your life to God and trust Him that He will take care of you.  


If we commit our lives to God by repenting of our sins, then we need to do two more things: 

1) Follow Jesus even in tough times.

Matthew 16:24  24Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.

2) Be ready to tell others about Jesus.

Matthew 10:32-33  32"Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 33But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.

2.  Live in the fear of God


Fearing God does not mean being afraid, but it means having a deep respect and reverence for Him.  We will not think, “Oh, it’s not a big deal.”  We respect God.

Proverbs 8:13  13 To fear the LORD is to hate evil; 
I hate pride and arrogance, 
evil behavior and perverse speech.


When we fear God, we will hate evil and love righteousness.  We will not think it is fun to sin.  Our mindset will be changed, and we will start to love doing God’s will.  

Romans 12:2  2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

3.  Live a prayerful life

1 Thessalonians 5:17 says only two words, “Pray continually.”  As Christians, we need to have constant communication with God.  We can pray to God at any time, in any situation.  You can pray to Him as you walk around your office, when you are preparing yourself for work, or when you are driving home.  We should learn to have this type of communication with God.  We tell him thanks and ask Him for help, and we also listen to Him.


One thing that will help us to have a deeper communication and relationship with God is a consistent devotional prayer time where we are not doing anything else.  We should use this time to read the Bible and pray to God alone.  This is like having a long talk with God.  We can listen to Him more closely during this time and hear Him through the Bible.

4.  Feed upon the Word

We need to read the Bible.  The Bible is like food for the spirit.  Jesus said, “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word from the mouth of God.”  

Proverbs 4:20-22  20 My son, pay attention to what I say; 
listen closely to my words. 
21 Do not let them out of your sight, 
keep them within your heart; 
22 for they are life to those who find them 
and health to a man's whole body.


When we read the Bible, we are strengthened spiritually.  The Bible says that hearing the Word of God builds up our faith.  If you want to have more faith, you should study the Bible more.  In our church, we place a high value on the Bible.  That is why we encourage so much Bible study.  Each person should also read their Bible on the own time.  This is a critical issue.  Do not take it lightly!  If you value your relationship with God, you will not ignore this fact!  You need to read your Bible on your own.  You should start with the Gospels, then read selections of other books.  You can use study guides and aids.


Also, our church will offer Word for Life classes throughout the summer.  I encourage you to stay after church for 45 minutes to study the Bible more in depth.  For this series, we will study Jesus’ Nine Commands, which are also basic foundations for the Christian.

5.  Obey the Spirit of God

The last thing we should do in order to have a strong relationship with God is to obey the Holy Spirit, which lives inside each Christian.  

1 Corinthians 3:16  Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?

1 Corinthians 6:19  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;


Jesus says that the Holy Spirit will guide and help us in our lives.

John 14:15-17  15"If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[3] in you.

John 14:26  26But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.


Christians should listen to the Spirit of God and obey Him.  We should stop and ask ourselves, “What does God want me to do?”  We should not just do whatever we want to do.  The Bible tells us not to grieve the Holy Spirit by doing evil.  Definitely, if we do not listen to the Holy Spirit, we will not be able to have a strong relationship with God.

Ephesians 4:22-32  22You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 
25Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 26"In your anger do not sin"[4] : Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27and do not give the devil a foothold. 28He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 
29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.


If Christians listen to the Spirit of God and obey Him, then they will always experience success.  God never leads us into failure, right?  Actually, every time that I have made a big mistake in my life, it has been because I willingly disobeyed God.  I thought that I knew better than God.  But, actually, I see only in retrospect that I should have obeyed God instead.


Actually, Christians can be powerful people when we listen to the Holy Spirit all the time.  We should learn to listen to Him in everything.  Then our lives will be powerful and have a big impact on those around us.  God will use us to bless our family, our friends, our church, and many other people.  We will be like a powerful tool of God on earth.  The church also will definitely be strong.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if every person in the church listened to the Holy Spirit all the time?  That would be great.

