The People of God

1 Peter 2:9-10

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”

Ephesians 2:18-19
“For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.  Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.”


Brothers and sisters, today we celebrate our third anniversary in this church.  It is so wonderful to see how God is building up the people here through His Holy Spirit.  God is the one who has called us out of darkness, into the light, and made us part of His church.  He is continuing to build upon His church, using us, His servants, each of us with our own duty. 


Today, we will learn about how God has called us to be part of what He is doing.  You have not come here by accident, or even by your own decision alone.  God Himself has brought you here and is shaping and enabling you, changing you to become what He desires for you.  For God’s church is not an establishment set up by people, but it is an eternal establishment set up by God.  And you cannot join because of your own goodness, but only by God’s grace.  


We will learn three aspects of being God’s people, and being part of His building, which is the church.

