Hope of God Church
Luke 11:1-4

“The Lord’s Prayer”


Jesus Himself spent a lot of time praying to God the Father.  We can see that if Jesus also took time to pray, then definitely we have to as well.  Prayer to God is one of the basic elements of the Christian life, just like water is for the physical body.  In these verses, Jesus specifically teaches His disciples how to pray.  


From Jesus’ example, we can see there are five major components to prayer.  

1.  Worship God  “Father, hallowed by your name …”


“Hallowed” means set apart as holy, or revered with great awe and respect.  Jesus showed that we should glorify and worship God when we start to pray.  This will prepare our hearts and minds to meet God.  Worship has a therapeutic effect on our minds and spirits.  When we are stressed, worshipping God will actually help us view things in perspective and be energized.  I have experienced this many times.


When we least want to worship God, that is when we need to do it most.  In the Bible, we see that worship brings the Spirit of God.  We can worship God at any time in any circumstance.

Acts 16:25-26  “25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose.”


When we worship God, we give Him thanks and honor.  

Psalm 100:4-5  “4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
and his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and praise his name. 
5 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; 
his faithfulness continues through all generations.”


We enter His courts with thanksgiving in our hearts.  Paul writes in Phlippians 4:6 that we should not only present our requests to God whenever we have worries, but that we should thank God for the solution as well.  


Another purpose of worship before prayer is to acknowledge the love, faithfulness, and power of God.  When we do this, then our minds will realize who God is and we will see our problems and situations from a different perspective. 

Psalm 46:10  "Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."

2.  Pray for God’s kingdom  “Your kingdom come.  May Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”


We should also pray for God’s kingdom, which His dominion in this world.  In everything and everywhere that Jesus is King, then that is where His kingdom is.  God’s kingdom is not of this world, but is within us.

John 18:35-37  35"Am I a Jew?" Pilate replied. "It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?" 
36Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place." 
37"You are a king, then!" said Pilate. 
Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”


Once we worship God in prayer and our hearts and minds are prepared, we should also pray for God’s kingdom, which is in the hearts of His people.  We should pray for others in our church, including those we want to know Jesus, our sheep, our brothers and sisters in the church, and our leaders in the church.  


Jesus showed that we should not only pray about worldly things, but also spiritual and eternal things.  When we communicate with God in prayer often, our hearts will be changed.  The change will be reflected in our lives.  It is difficult to remain excited and on fire to build the church if we do not communicate with God often.  When we pray to God often, we will have the same heart as God.  We will feel the same burden for people to be saved as God feels.  When we pray, we will see things from a “kingdom perspective,” meaning we will do things in our lives that benefit God’s kingdom.  

3.  Pray for our needs  “Give us each day our daily bread.”


Jesus also taught us that it is good to ask God for our everyday needs.  God wants us to pray to Him about everything in our lives because He cares about us.  God is always with us and listens to us whenever we pray.  We should not think that something is not worth bothering God about, but we can ask Him for anything.  

Matthew 6:31-34 
”31So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” 


We do not have to worry about even simple things in our lives, such as food and clothing, because we know that God will take care of us when we seek after His kingdom and His righteousness.

Psalm 37:25
”I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

4.  Pray for our relationships  “Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.”


Throughout the Bible, we can see that our relationship with God affects our relationship with other people.  God loved us first, so we can experience His love, which overflows in our hearts to touch other people.  If you are ever touched with God’s love in your life, you should allow that love to carry over into other people’s lives.  


However, when we hold bitterness or grudges against other people, then that will affect our relationship with God.  

Mark 11:5  “25And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins."

Jesus teaches especially that Christians within the same church ought to forgive each other and resolve conflicts quickly.  This is the method that we should use.

Matthew 18:15-20  15"If your brother sins against you,[2] go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'[3] 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 
18"I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be[4] bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[5] loosed in heaven. 
19"Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."


The Bible clearly teaches that we should try to have good relationships between each other in the church.  This is not always possible, because we cannot control how the other person feels, but, we should always be ready to forgive that person in our hearts.  We should not hold bitterness inside our hearts, otherwise, it will grow to cause division and more trouble in the church.  

Hebrews 12:14-15  “14Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. 15See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.”


That is one purpose of communion time.  In 1 Corinthians 11, Paul teaches that the communion time is a time where we remember Jesus and His sacrifice for us.  He says that each person ought to examine themselves when they take the communion because God will judge them if they do not.  When we take the communion, we should use that time to forgive anyone who we might have bitter feelings towards, because we realize that Jesus sacrificed His life for us and that He loves us.

5.  Pray for protection against temptation and the devil  “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”


Jesus knew that Christians would receive many temptations and troubles from the devil.  In fact, the book of Hebrews says that Jesus was like us, tempted in every way.  But He never sinned.  We will certainly face temptations of all kinds in this world.  The Bible even says the devil acts like an “angel of light” in order to mislead us.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15
”13For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.”


So, we should be careful, and warn those eligible young people here.  Be careful of “angels of light” that come into your life!  Definitely, we need to pray often in order to receive strength from God to overcome the devil and his schemes.  We should pray also for our families, our children, and our church.  


We can also pray for God’s protection against physical harm, such as when people travel or go into dangerous situations.  God is able to protect His people and can send angels to watch over us and help us.  

