Hope of God Church
“Characteristics of God’s Love”

(From TRS 38)

1 John 4:7-8  “7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”

(“Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.”)


God Himself is the definition of pure love.  He shows us what true love is.  When we know God more, we also know love more, and vice versa.  We can be changed to love others more if we know God and His love more.  


Our church must be a church that is full of His love.  

John 13: 34-35  34"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."


It is necessary that we continue to grow in love in this church.  We should reflect not just human love—that for our friends, family, and those we like—but also God’s perfect love.  We must continue to change and to grow in God’s perfect love.  


In order for us to change, it must be God who changes us, not just ourselves trying.  Instead of trying to change your actions, first change your thinking.  First believe that you can reflect God’s love, then your thinking will be changed.  Your thinking will change your actions.  As we study God’s word this morning, let’s open our hearts and minds to receive God’s truth and believe.  Allow our hearts and minds to be changed according to His word.  Let’s believe with our hearts and minds that we can reflect God’s love.

1. Unconditional
God’s love for us is unconditional.  He does not love us because we are attractive or good.  His love for us is without conditions.

God does not love us because of our good qualities.

Deuteronomy 7:7  “The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples.”

God loves us according to grace, not according to fairness.

Hosea 3:1, 14:4  “The LORD said to me, "Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes."

4 "I will heal their waywardness 
and love them freely, 
for my anger has turned away from them.

Ezekiel 33:11-20  “Say to them, 'As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD , I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?' 
12 "Therefore, son of man, say to your countrymen, 'The righteousness of the righteous man will not save him when he disobeys, and the wickedness of the wicked man will not cause him to fall when he turns from it. The righteous man, if he sins, will not be allowed to live because of his former righteousness.' 13 If I tell the righteous man that he will surely live, but then he trusts in his righteousness and does evil, none of the righteous things he has done will be remembered; he will die for the evil he has done. 14 And if I say to the wicked man, 'You will surely die,' but he then turns away from his sin and does what is just and right- 15 if he gives back what he took in pledge for a loan, returns what he has stolen, follows the decrees that give life, and does no evil, he will surely live; he will not die. 16 None of the sins he has committed will be remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he will surely live. 
17 "Yet your countrymen say, 'The way of the Lord is not just.' But it is their way that is not just. 18 If a righteous man turns from his righteousness and does evil, he will die for it. 19 And if a wicked man turns away from his wickedness and does what is just and right, he will live by doing so. 20 Yet, O house of Israel, you say, 'The way of the Lord is not just.' But I will judge each of you according to his own ways."


God’s love is unconditional and does not depend on our goodness.  He loves us on the basis of grace, not fairness.  Therefore, all people can  receive God’s love.  

examples:

- radio with broken antenna

- blind cave fish


When we truly understand God’s unconditional love for us, it will change the way we love others.  No longer will we love others on the basis of fairness, goodness, or attractiveness, but we will love others unconditionally.  This is an amazing thing for people who do not know God.  Let’s apply God’s love in our church.  Let’s have a different kind of love in our church.  Let God’s love sink deep into your hearts.  God loves you unconditionally.  Think about it.  

2. Free


God’s love is a free gift.  He does not expect anything back.  When we show our love to others, it does not matter if they love us in return.  Anyone can love others if they show love in return.  Rather, in our church, we should look for opportunities to love the underprivileged and those who cannot pay us back.  We should let people know by the way we love them that our love is free.  “It’s free.”

Luke 6: 35-36  “35But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”


Let’s love freely.  Our love does not cost others anything, but it may cost us something.  Jesus loved us and died on the cross for us.  God’s free love is not really free, but freely given.  God gave us the best.  Let’s make our love free.

3. Everlasting


God made an everlasting covenant of love with us.  The love we have together in the church should reflect this also.  Our covenant between ourselves should reflect our covenant with Jesus Christ.

4. Abundant



God’s love is abundant so that even the most wicked person has the full love of God.  Jesus’ sacrifice is sufficient and able to cover over the most wicked sin fully.  We can see that God made the best way for people to come to Him.  There is no other way.  God showed His abundant love to us through Jesus.


When we realize the abundance of God’s love, we will never leave Him.  Our lives will be changed when we realize the abundance of God’s love.  It cannot be measured.  

5. Unwavering


God’s love for us is not only sufficient, but unchanging.  It is always there.  When we tune into God’s love, we will be encouraged, even in the darkest time.  Nothing can separate us from the love of Jesus.

Romans 8: 35-39  35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written: 
   "For your sake we face death all day long; 
       we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


Human love is often not like this.  Rather, it depends on our mood or temporary condition.  We can love if we feel like it.  But we need to stretch ourselves.  Remember God’s love, His word, and do it.  God’s love is a new command He gives us.  

John 13: 34-35  34"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."


On what level do we love others?  Is it still human love?  Let’s extend our love, stretch our hearts.  


6. Universal


God’s love applies to the entire world.  Therefore, if we understand God’s love, we will also be thinking about the entire world.  We will be willing to reach out to everyone, not only those who live in privileged places.

Jonah 1:1-2, 4:2  1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me." But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD .

2 He prayed to the LORD , "O LORD , is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.


That is why we ought to be thinking about how we can bring the gospel of God to the entire world.  Jesus told the disciples to preach the gospel to the entire world, not through broadcast, but by making disciples, starting in their locality and extending outwards.

Acts 1:8  8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.


We can practically work out our love for all people by loving where God places us.  His intent is that we first take care of ourselves, then our family, then our brothers and sisters in the church (caregroup), then outwards from there.  It is something real that we can do.  When we love others in our caregroup, it does not mean we don’t love others in the church, but that we are practically applying God’s universal love in a local setting.  “Think global, act local.”  God intends for us to show His love to the entire world this way.

7. Personal


God’s love is for us personally.  

Jeremiah 1: 4-5  4 The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew [1] you, 
before you were born I set you apart; 
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations."

We are not just numbers to Him, but He loves each one of us like the single lost sheep.  

Luke 15: 3-4  3Then Jesus told them this parable: 4"Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?

8. Impartial
Acts 10:34-35  34Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.


God does not have any bias or prejudice when He loves.  Christians must break free from our prejudices.  We cannot love only people whom we like, or people who look the same as us.  Brothers and sisters, since God loves us all without prejudice, we should also love impartially.  We are all sons and daughters of God.  Just like a mother or father does not love one child more than the other, so also God does not love one of His children more than the other.  As God’s children, shouldn’t we love one another equally?

