Take time to give thanks


Luke 17





Luke 17:11-19 Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 13And they lifted up their voices and said, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" 14So when He saw them, He said to them, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. 15And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. 17So Jesus answered and said, "Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? 18Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?" 19And He said to him, "Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well."


Ten leprous men came to Jesus. They had one of the most debilitating diseases of that time.  Leprosy was a social disease as well as a physical disease. When a person was affected by leprosy, he became an outcast. No one wanted leprosy to be contagious and to contaminate to other people. The lepers were sent out to a colony that was at the outskirt so that they would not contaminate others.





Reasons why we give thanks to the Lord





1.	Jesus is in the vicinity of your problem





Matthew 28:20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.


Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them."


One day Jesus passed by. It is good to know that Jesus is in the vicinity of your problem.  Jesus promised that He is with us always, even to the end of the age. He dwells in us by His Spirit. And when we come together in a meeting, He is here in the midst of us. We should love the presence of Jesus.  In His presence, there is joy and healing.


It was clear that nobody else could help these ten leprous men. There was no medical cure for leprosy at that time. There was no doctor, no clinic, and no hospital that could solve their problem. No one could help them but they heard about Jesus. 


As Jesus passed by, they stayed at a distance, which was required of the lepers. But they said the right thing.





Luke 17:13 And they lifted up their voices and said, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" 





2.	Jesus is the Great Doctor and the answer to our lives





Obviously and evidently, Jesusí reputation had become well-known. He was the great doctor. He can heal you when you get sick. He is your doctor when you need healing. He is your Lawyer when you need help. He is the Father when you are fatherless. Jesus is everything that you need Him to be. 


Jesus was in town. Jesus was passing by. And He could fix their problem. All 10 lepers called, ìJesus, have mercy on us. We have a problem. We have leprosy. And if You have no mercy, who will?î Jesus said, ìGo, show yourselves to the priests. Go and make yourselves visible to the Jewish leaders.î This statement is important because sometimes Jesus told people not to show themselves to the priest. But this time, He said, ìGo, show yourselves to the priests.î


Jesus used different methods in transferring His power or anointing. He touched people. He also spoke.  As a receiver of the anointing, we must have faith in what He said and obey His voice. 


To show oneself to the priests was to reveal publicly because the priests were the leaders of the people. Jesus told them, ìI want you to make public.î He gave them a command. 





3.	God never makes mistakes





Obey what God says, ìDOî





These 10 lepers all turned around and showed themselves to the priests.





Luke 17:14 So when He saw them, He said to them, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. 





All the 10 men did what Jesus told them to do and they were cleansed. What did Jesus command them to do? He said, ìGo, show yourselves to the priests.î That did not sound much like a remedy. Jesusí words did not make sense. But He never made mistakes. 


The ten men wanted to receive Godís mercy. They were lepers. And Jesus knew that they needed healing. They turned around and showed themselves to the priests. And while they were doing what Jesus said, they were healed. They were healed while they were on the way to do what Jesus said, ìDo.î 


We will have a lot of things that we can be thankful for if we obey His voice and His Word. It has to do with doing what Jesus says, ìDo.î All ten were on their way to the priests. Before they got there, their skin changed. I have seen lepers before in Thailand. Their fingers and hands curled up. Their skin was dry and white. Leprosy looks like an external cancer. I understand how these ten men looked and felt.


While they were on their ways, their skin became soft and its color changed. They were cleansed and healed. One of the lepers was a heathen or a foreigner. It is interesting that the 10 lepers hung together. The Jews usually did not like to hang around with a heathen. The Jews and the Samaritans did not hang together unless they were lepers. The Jews and the Samaritans got together because they were all equally sick or dying. 


When people face a certain situation, no matter what color they are or what background they have, they will humble down to their minimum equality. And in this case, it was leprosy.





How did the leper take time to give thanks to Jesus?





1. 	Glorify God openly





After the Samaritan noticed what had happened and saw that he was being healed, and cleaned, he turned back and glorified God with a loud voice. 





Luke 17:15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God.





He had not gone to a Bible study and read from the Bible, ìGlorify God.î He had not been to a theology school. He had not been to a care group meeting. All we know is that he was sick and now he got healed. He was leprous and now he was cleansed. All he knew was Jesus did something for him. He did not sign up for an evangelism class. He did not hear a sermon on ìDiscipleshipî and learn about public evangelism. All he knew was that nobody would talk to him but Jesus talked to him and fixed his problem. And he could careless what anybody thought. 


This man turned around. This means that he left his buddies, who were also getting better. He turned around and said, ìFellows, I get to catch up with you guys later! I get to go back to Jesus.î It seems more appropriate for him to say, ìGentlemen, let us have words of prayer here and thank God for what that Man did a few minutes ago. Let us hang out together. Let us develop an Anti-leprosy club. Let us go and have a party. Let us celebrate togetherî than to say, ìI am going back to Jesus. I get to go back where Jesus is. All I know is that I was sick and now I am well.î 


So he returned to Jesus. And the Bible says ìHe glorified God with a loud voice.î Everybody heard him. He might have shouted, ìJesus, thank You for coming to my way. Thank You for talking to me while no one else wanted to talk to me. Thank You for standing besides me in my physical sickness. Thank You for healing me.î He was quite loud. He was excited and thankful. There was something that he could shout about. He was glorifying God.





2.	He worshiped the Lord and thank Him for what He has done





He did not only glorify the Lord with the loud voice, but also worshipped the Lord and thanked Him.





Luke 17:16 And fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. 





He took time out to humbly say, ìThank You.î He glorified God in the public place. Then he fell on his face out of humility and out of submission to who Jesus was. Then he said, ìJesus, I just want to thank You. I would not be healed today without You. I would be just an outcast if You did not pass my way.î 


How many of us would be where we are today if we did not meet Jesus? If Jesus did not pass by our town and our lives, and stop at our house, how many of us would be still hanging out in a sinful life?





Luke 17:17-19 So Jesus answered and said, "Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? 18Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?" 19And He said to him, "Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well."





Then Jesus asked a very penetrating question. He said, ìI thought there were 10 persons who were here and asked for help! But I only see one. The nine did not turned back and give God glory except this foreigner.î What He said means that He expected them to turn back and thank Him.


Thanking is a common courtesy, isnít it? When you give a person a gift, do you instruct him to say, ìThankî? You donít do that. Thanking in normal. It is an understood thing. It is a parcel of appreciation. The nine persons went to Jesus because they wanted Jesus to fix their problems. Now the nine were alright. They did not need Jesus anymore. They were fine. They were satisfied. They could go back to their families and to their jobs. The nine now could go back to their friends. They could join the society. They thought, ìI donít need Jesus right now. But if I ever need Him again, I will pick up the phone and call Him. I call You, Jesus, when I need You. You donít call me first.î


The nine wanted to receive the benefit from the Master but they did not want to bow to Him, worship Him, and thank Him. 


There are a lot of activities all around our nation today. Thanksgiving is a special day. A lot of food is prepared. Family members get together. People who never say ìgraceî all year will say ìgraceî on the Thanksgiving Day. They will say, ìI want to thank God for this and for that.î Jesus asked, ìWhy are not the nine turning around and doing what you just did. You glorified God, bowed down to worship and gave thanks.î He expressed a total submission to the Lordship of Christ. 


Once you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God, beautiful things will happen. Jesus said to the man, ìRise, go your way, Your faith has made you well.î Wait a minute! Donít the nine obey Him by going to the priests? They were also made well. What was the difference? The nine were made well physically. But the one who worshipped Jesus was made well physically and spiritually. The nine were right with their neighbors, but the one who returned, was right with God. There are different kinds of wellness. There is physical wellness. When God heals your physical body and your mind, you are well physically and mentally. But there is also spiritual wellness. When you are right with God, then you can go your way, knowing that Jesus is going with you. You would not be satisfied with having Jesus as your doctor. You would not be fulfilled if you have Jesus as your Lawyer. You will not be satisfied until Jesus becomes your Lord and Savior.


Jesus is asking you more than just a holiday thanksgiving. He is asking you more than just accepting Him as your Helper and your Doctor. Jesus wants your thanksgiving and your worship to be a way of life. He wants you to turn back and say, ìThanks.î He does not want you to get up, go your way, and does not know who He is anymore. The nine got the benefit of God without giving God the glory for the benefit they had received.





Romans 1:18-21 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 





The nine got healed and forgot who was their Healer. They forgot that Jesus had passed by. They forgot that they could live longer because Jesus had passed by. They forgot that they had additional 40-50 years of life, because Jesus had passed by. What would happen to some of us if Jesus has not passed by? 


Some of us might not have been alive. Some might not have still been in our marriage. How would we be even though we are still alive without Jesus? Let us turn around and thank the Lord. Let us look at the cross, glorify God and worship Him.





How do we give thanks to the Lord?





1. We thank God by praising Him publicly. 





Psalms 35:18 I will give You thanks in the great assembly; I will praise You among many people.


Ezra 3:11 And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the LORD: "For He is good, For His mercy endures forever toward Israel." Then all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.





2. We declare His wonderful deeds among the people.





1 Chronicles 16:8 Oh, give thanks to the LORD! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples!





3.	We show our thankful attitude by giving to His kingdom.





1 Chronicles 29:13-14 "Now therefore, our God, We thank You And praise Your glorious name. 14But who am I, and who are my people, That we should be able to offer so willingly as this? For all things come from You, And of Your own we have given You.


2 Chronicles 29:31 Then Hezekiah answered and said, "Now that you have consecrated yourselves to the LORD, come near, and bring sacrifices and thank offerings into the house of the LORD." So the assembly brought in sacrifices and thank offerings, and as many as were of a willing heart brought burnt offerings.





4.	We thank God by living a holy life and having clean hands and a pure heart.





Ephesians 5:3-5 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.





5.	We give Him thanks in everything.





1 Thessalonians 5:18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.


Hebrews 13:15-17 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 16But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 17Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.


We should do good to others and share with those who are in need. We express our appreciation to the Lord by obeying and submitting to those whom He puts over us.  





6. 	We serve the Lord with gladness.





Psalms 100 


A Song of Praise for the Faithfulness to His People A Psalm of Thanksgiving.


Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands!


2Serve the LORD with gladness;


Come before His presence with singing.


3Know that the LORD, He is God;


It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.


4Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,


And into His courts with praise.


Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.


5For the LORD is good;


His mercy is everlasting,


And His truth endures to all generations.
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