Hope of God Church
John 13:1-17

“Serving others”

What feelings or response would you have if Jesus did this to you?

1. feeling that He should not do it 

2. shame because of my own sins

3. humility because of Jesus’ example

4. encouragement because of Jesus’ example

5. assurance that Jesus’ loves me

Jesus wants us to think in a new way about service to others, especially our brothers and sisters in the church.  We should consider serving others a privilege.  We should realize that our worthiness comes from serving rather than being served.


What did Jesus teach His disciples?

1. Humility when serving


Peter did not want Jesus to wash his feet because he felt he was not worthy.  But v.1 shows us it was Jesus’ intention to show His full love to His disciples.  Peter was not comfortable when Jesus was going to wash his feet.  Peter was humbled by Jesus’ example of service and love.  

What does it mean to serve with humility?

When we serve with humility, it means that we serve others because God loved us first, not because we owe that person anything or want anything from that person.  It is normal for people to love others who love them in return, but Jesus taught us that we should serve and love those who do not or cannot serve us in return.  We really consider ourselves their servants.  

Galatians 5:13-14

13You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature (flesh); rather, serve one another in love. 14The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."

What are some ways you can serve others as servants?  

1. Give without receiving first

2. Give without being asked

3. Without expecting something in return

4. Be patient

5. Be kind

Matthew 5:43-48

43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor[8] and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you: Love your enemies[9] and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.


Does anyone know how specifically Jesus showed love to His enemies in these verses?  Think about v.11.  Jesus showed love to Judas, giving him every opportunity to repent.  

Matthew 18:21-35

21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 
22Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.[6] 
23"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents[7] was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 
26"The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' 27The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 
28"But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii.[8] He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded. 
29"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' 
30"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. 
32"Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."

What does it mean to serve with pride?
1. We expect payment in return

2. We expect to be honored  (Matthew 6:3, “Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.”)

3. Feel that our good works make us righteous  (Romans 9:30-33)

2. Encouragement because of Jesus’ example

15I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.


Because of Jesus’ example, we know that we are following God’s way when we serve others like He served us.  Jesus, who is in His nature God, served others in this way, so we also should not consider serving something shameful.  Rather, we should be encouraged that we are doing a very important work that is honored in God’s eyes, rather than in the eyes of people.

Hebrews 12:2-3

2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.


We should always consider Jesus, who set the example that we should serve one another, but also set the example of receiving the reward.  We should not think that serving others is a thankless task, therefore, because we know that it is a very important job.  Christians do a very important work.  

Galatians 6:9-10
9Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

3. Assurance of God’s love for us
8"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." 
Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me."

John 13:7, 36-38

John 21:15-17
