Hope of God Church
John 4:1-42

“Food you know nothing about”


Jesus came to earth for a specific reason.  

John 3:16-17

16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,[6] that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”


Jesus wanted to see the entire world be saved.  In John 4:1-42, we can learn an important lesson about evangelism.  

v.6 


Jesus was tired from walking.  Even though He was God, He chose to come to the world as a poor man who did not even have a carriage to ride in.  His body was subject to the same tiredness as ours is.  He was tired and stopped to rest.  His disciples went to get food.

v.9


Jesus took this opportunity to talk to the Samaritan woman, even though it is was unusual for Jews to speak to Samaritans.  Samaritans were regarded as stupid and uncultured people.  2 Kings 17 describes their origin.

2 Kings 17:24-34

v.26


Jesus says plainly that He is the Messiah.  The woman’s spirit was touched and she understood what Jesus was talking about.  She did know some background about the Messiah and God, but the Samaritans did not follow all the laws correctly.  Jesus said, “You Samaritans worship what you do not know.”  


But we can see that people who do not know God can believe in God.  They believe because God touched their spirit.  Somehow, their spiritual eyes were opened.  

John 3:1-10


God is the one that opens people’s spiritual eyes.  We simply do the work of telling them about Him.  He is the one that can speak to their hearts.  You can see that many Samaritans believed in Jesus because of what He said.  

John 4:42

42They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world."


God wants to use us to spread the Good News about Jesus.  We should live to tell people that God loves them and can save them from sin.  People who do not know God are missing the most important thing in their lives—just like Jesus said He had living water for thirsty people.  People are spiritually thirsty in this world.  They drink water from many places, but it does not satisfy them.  


What kinds of water do people drink?  Money, friends, lovers, careers, hobbies, knowledge … none of these things are eternally satisfying.  Only knowing God and having a relationship with Him can satisfy our spiritual thirst.


What did this woman have to do in order to believe?  Nothing.  She simply believed.  She did not have to do any good works or anything else, but she simply believed.  Jesus’ conversation with her showed the simplicity of receiving eternal life.  He compared it to drinking water.  You just need to know who to go to.  You should go to Jesus and drink the living water.

v.32

Jesus explained the significance and importance of evangelism to His disciples by comparing it to food.  People normally think about eating regularly throughout the day.  Most people eat three meals a day, but some people eat more than that.  (joke)  


Jesus showed his disciples that He thought about doing God’s work in the same way.  He knew for what purpose He had come to earth.  Do you know for what purpose God has died to save you?  Jesus died to pay the penalty for your sins, so that you can go to heaven with Him.  But you are not in heaven yet, right?  You are still here on earth.  


Jesus says in Mark 16:15, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”  This task should be to the Christian what food is to their stomach.  


Jesus also illustrates His message for the disciples by saying: 

35Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37Thus the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true. 38I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor."


Jewish society at that time was still largely based on agriculture.  The disciples knew about the harvest and its significance.  The harvest had to be completed when the time came.  It was a time when everyone participated and worked.  The harvest could not be done at other times, but had to be finished while the grain or fruit was ripe.  All of these characteristics apply to evangelism.  

Colossians 4:2-6


2Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.    

1 Peter 3:15-16

15But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.

(Read John 4:39-42 again.)


Brothers and sisters, at one point, we all were like these people.  No one here heard the Good News of God all by ourselves, but through people who had obeyed Jesus to preach the Good News.  I hope that all of us in this church will continue to preach the Good News unfailingly, without ceasing.  Let’s always be prepared, always be “in the harvest season.”  

