Hope of God Church
Isaiah 61:1

“Ministry of the anointed”


Jesus Christ was the Anointed One.  The Jewish people were expecting the Anointed One, who is called Messiah in Hebrew and Christ in Greek.  The Anointed One was prophesied about many times in the Old Testament.


Jesus Himself said those prophesies applied to Him.

Luke 4:14-21  14Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 
16He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
    18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
       because he has anointed me 
       to preach good news to the poor. 
   He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
       and recovery of sight for the blind, 
   to release the oppressed, 
        19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."[5] 
20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." 


Jesus was reading from Isaiah 61:1-2.  We can see that Jesus has also given Christians the anointing and authority that He had.  

John 14:12-14  12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

Mark 16:15-18  15He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 16Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well."

Acts 1:8  8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

1. Proclaim the good news of God


The first thing anointed Christians should do is proclaim the gospel, or good news.  Isaiah 61:1 says we proclaim the good news to the poor, which means the poor in spirit.  People who are poor in spirit are humble.  


God’s message will be received by people who are humble before Him.  People who are too busy or too confident in themselves will not be able to receive the message of the good news of God.  

Luke 14:16-24  16Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.' 
18"But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.' 
19"Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.' 
20"Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.' 
21"The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.' 
22" 'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.' 
23"Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full. 24I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.' "

Matthew 5:3-6  3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
       for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
    4Blessed are those who mourn, 
       for they will be comforted. 
    5Blessed are the meek, 
       for they will inherit the earth. 
    6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
       for they will be filled.

Matthew 11:28-30  28"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."

2. Bind up the brokenhearted


When we believe in Jesus Christ, we will be healed spiritually.  Sin causes sadness and trouble in our lives, but because of Jesus we have a hope for the future and are healed of past hurts.  

Isaiah 61:4  4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins 
and restore the places long devastated; 
they will renew the ruined cities 
that have been devastated for generations.

Romans 5:1-5  1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we[1] have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we[2] rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we[3] also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.


People in this world have many troubles that are not linked to physical causes, but are spiritual.  Even if a person has all they need physically, without God’s touch in their lives, they can be crippled and broken spiritually.  Many rich people commit suicide because of spiritual sickness.

3.  Proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners


Jesus also came to release people from the bondage of evil spirits.  

Luke 13:10-16  10On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity." 13Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God. 
14Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath." 
15The Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?" 


People can be bound by evil spirits, but Jesus can set them free.  This applies to today.  Many people today are bound by evil spirits that cause addictions of many kinds and spiritual blindness.  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and will purify us from all unrighteousness.  

1 John 1:7-10  7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all[2] sin. 
8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.


Jesus wants us to be set free from the power of the devil.  In the Old Testament, the Israelites’ captivity in Egypt is analogous to spiritual bondage.  

Acts 10:36-38  36You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached-- 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.
Hebrews 2:14-15  14Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil-- 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.


By His death and resurrection, Jesus redeemed us.  We can be set free by His Holy Spirit.  

2 Corinthians 3:14-17  14But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.


We are also set free so that we can understand spiritual truths.  Before we knew Jesus, the eyes of our hearts are in darkness.  Jesus is the spiritual light that shows us the way.  

1 Peter 2:9  9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

John 1:9-10  9The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.[2] 
10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.

4.  Proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor


Jesus came to give us freedom.  In the Old Testament law given to the Israelites through Moses, God commanded that debts be forgiven and slaves freed every 15 years.

Leviticus 25:8-10  8 " 'Count off seven sabbaths of years-seven times seven years-so that the seven sabbaths of years amount to a period of forty-nine years. 9 Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement sound the trumpet throughout your land. 10 Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; each one of you is to return to his family property and each to his own clan.

Matthew 4:17  17From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."

